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1
VECTOR LOGICAL REDUCTION
OPERATION IMPLEMENTED USING
SWIZZLING ON A SEMICONDUCTOR CHIP

FIELD OF INVENTION

The field of invention relates generally to computer sys-
tems, and, more specifically, to a processor architecture for
performing a vector logical reduction.

BACKGROUND

Two types of processor architectures are widely recog-
nized in the field of computer science: “scalar” and “vector”.
A scalar processor is designed to execute instructions that
perform operations on a single set of data, whereas, a vector
processor is designed to execute instructions that perform
operations on multiple sets of data. FIGS. 1A and 1B present
acomparative example that demonstrates the basic difference
between a scalar processor and a vector processor.

FIG. 1A shows an example of a scalar AND instruction in
which a single operand set, A and B, are ANDed together to
produce a singular (or “scalar”) result C (i.e., AB=C). By
contrast, FIG. 1B shows an example of a vector AND instruc-
tion in which two operand sets, A/B and D/E, are respectively
ANDed together in parallel to simultaneously produce a vec-
tor result C, F (i.e., AB=C and DE=F).

As is well known in the art, typically, both input operands
and output result are stored in dedicated registers. For
example, many instructions will have two input operands.
Therefore two distinct input registers will be used to tempo-
rarily store the respective input operands. Moreover, these
same instructions will produce an output value which will be
temporarily stored in a third (result) register. Respective input
101a,b and 1024a,b and result registers 103a,b are observed in
FIGS. 1A and 1B. Notably, the “scalar” vs. “vector” charac-
terizations are readily discernable.

That is, input registers 101a and 1024 of the scalar design
of FIG. 1A are observed holding only scalar values (A and B,
respectively). Likewise, the result register 103a of the scalar
design of FIG. 1A is also observed holding only a scalar value
(C). By contrast, the input registers 1015 and 1025 of the
vector system of FIG. 1B are observed holding vectors (A,D
inregister 1015 and B,E in register 1025). Likewise, the result
register 1035 of the vector system of F1G. 1B is also observed
holding a vector value (C,F). As a matter of terminology, the
contents of each of the registers 1015, 10256 and 1035 of the
vector system of FIG. 1B can be globally referred to as a
“vector”, and, each of the individual scalar values within the
vector can be referred to as an “element”. Thus, for example,
register 1015 is observed to be storing “vector” A, D which is
composed of “element” A and “element” D.

Some computer systems, regardless if the underlying pro-
cessor is of scalar or vector design, effectively require a
logical operation across elements of a single vector. In the
case of, for example, an eight input AND operation (the
logical diagram of which is shown in FIG. 2A), eight separate
inputs (A, B,C, D, E, F, G, H) are ANDed together to produce
a final scalar result (R). In the case of scalar processors, loop
operations have to be written in software that accumulate the
result over seven iterations of a scalar AND instruction (the
pseudo-code for which is shown in FIG. 2B). Thus, in the case
of a scalar processor, the multiple iterations require multiple
executions of the scalar AND instruction in order to perform
the calculation.
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By contrast, a vector processor can entertain the prospect
of implementing such an operation with the execution of a
single instruction designed to perform the logical operation
outright.

FIGURES

The present invention is illustrated by way of example and
not limitation in the figures of the accompanying drawings, in
which like references indicate similar elements and in which:

FIGS. 1A and 1B show scalar and vector logic operations;

FIGS. 2A and 2B show a logic diagram of an eight input
AND function and corresponding pseudo code with a scalar
AND instruction;

FIG. 3 shows aprocess to be performed by a semiconductor
processor for performing a logical reduction operation.

FIG. 4 shows a first embodiment of the process of FIG. 3;
FIG. 5 shows a second embodiment of the process of FIG.
4;

FIG. 6a shows a third embodiment of the process of F1G. 5;

FIG. 65 shows an embodiment in which the swizzle opera-
tions are the same;

FIG. 7 shows a design of an electronic circuit that can
perform the process of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 shows a diagram of a semiconductor processor;

FIG. 9 shows a diagram of computing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 3 shows a methodology for performing a logical
operation across elements of a vector, also referred to as a
“logical reduction”, on a processor capable of executing vec-
tor instructions. FIG. 4 shows an example of an eight input
AND function that conforms to the methodology of FIG. 3.
Reference will be made to both FIGS. 3 and 4 to assist the
reader’s understanding of the methodology of FIG. 3. In the
example of FIG. 4, the vector input 400 has the elements (A,
B, C, D, E, F, G, H) that are to be ANDed together by way of
the eight input AND to produce output result
R=ABCDEFGH.

According to the methodology of FIG. 3, a first swizzle
operation is performed 301, 401 on the vector input 400 to
produce a first swizzle vector 402. In the example of FIG. 4,
the first swizzle operation 401 is a dual swizzle operation in
which the location of neighboring pairs of eclements are
swapped as observed in the pattern shown at inset 420. A
vector logic operation of the reduction’s logical operation is
then performed 303, 403 using the vector input 400 and the
first swizzle vector 402 as input vectors. In the example of
FIG. 4, because the logical reduction corresponds to an eight
input AND function, logical operation 303, 403 corresponds
to a vector AND operation. It is noteworthy, however, that
other logical reduction and corresponding logical operations
having a commutation operation (such as OR, “add” (ADD)
and “multiply” (MUL)) can be made to conform to the
approach of FIG. 3.

The result of the logical operation 303, 403 produces a first
intermediate result 404. A second swizzle operation 305, 405
that is different than the first swizzle operation is performed
on the first intermediate result 404 to produce a second
swizzle vector 406. In the example of FIG. 4, the second
swizzle operation 405 is a single swizzle operation in which
the location of neighboring elements are swapped as observed
in the pattern shown at inset 430. Another vector logic opera-
tion of the reduction’s logical operation is then performed
307, 407 using the first intermediate result 404 and the second
swizzle vector 406 as vector inputs.
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Again, because the example of FIG. 4 corresponds to a
logical AND reduction, logical operation 407 of FIG. 4 cor-
responds to a vector AND operation. The result of the second
vector logical operation 307, 407 produces a second interme-
diate result 408. A logic operation of the reduction’s logical
operation is then performed 309, 409 on selected elements of
the second intermediate result 408 to produce the sought for
reduction result 410. In the example of FIG. 4, the selected
elements of the second intermediate result correspond to the
elements in the first and eighth positions of the second inter-
mediate result 408. However, inspection of the second inter-
mediate result 408 reveals that the selection of any of one of
the 1*through 4” elements, and, any one of the 5 through 8
elements will produce the correct reduction result.

In order to prevent the design of specialized logic and/or
micro-code operations to perform the last logical operation
309, 409, some formatting steps may be performed on the
second intermediate result 408 so that the same vector logic
operation used in steps 303,403 and 307,407 is used to imple-
ment operation 309, 409 (i.e., in the case of the example of
FIG. 4, a vector AND operation). For example, a vector may
be constructed that conforms to one of the selected elements
being placed in the same vector location as the other selected
element and padding the remaining vector element values
with Os (e.g., in the example of FIG. 4, formatting vector 408
to create constructed vector [0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, ACBD])).
Performing a vector AND operation on the constructed vector
and the second intermediate result 408 produces the desired
logical reduction result 410 in the same vector location of the
output vector where the selected operand is found in the
constructed vector (i.e., using the aforementioned con-
structed vector example, R=0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, ACBDHFGE).

It is pertinent to note that the sequence of different swizzle
operations, as well as the swizzle operations themselves, may
vary from embodiment to embodiment. For example, FIG. 5
corresponds to the example of FIG. 4 with the single swizzle
pattern 530 being performed before the dual swizzle pattern
520. Comparing the examples of FIGS. 4 and 5, available
terms are produced in the second intermediate vector 508 to
obtain the correct result.

It is also pertinent to note that different swizzle patterns
besides the single and dual swizzle patterns 420/520, 430/530
discussed above may also be used. For example, FIG. 6A
shows an example of alogical AND reduction ona 16 element
vector that uses a quad swizzle pattern in which the locations
of neighboring quintuplets of elements are swapped in a
pattern.

Also, the swizzling patterns themselves need not be differ-
ent. For example, FIG. 65 shows a logical AND reduction
where the same swizzle pattern is utilized end-to-end through
the operation.

For any embodiment, those of ordinary skill will be able
determine appropriate swizzle patterns, corresponding selec-
tion criteria of the second intermediate vector and any asso-
ciated formatting prior to a last vector logic operation. More-
over, although the examples above have emphasized AND
reductions, the same principles can also be applied to effect
any operations having a commutative operation such as logi-
cal OR, add and multiply.

As discussed above, the logical reduction algorithm may
be implemented as an instruction within the instruction set of
a semiconductor processor. FIG. 7 shows a possible data path
that may be implemented as logic circuitry within the execu-
tion units of a processor. According to the circuit diagram of
FIG. 7, the input vector having the elements to be logically
reduced through the logical reduction is stored in input reg-
ister 701. The output of input of register 701 flows to the input
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4

of first swizzle circuitry 702 and the input of the first vector
logic operation circuitry 704 that performs the first vector
logic operation (e.g., a vector AND, vector OR, or vector
XOR). The output of the first swizzle circuitry 702 flows into
a first swizzle register 703. The output of the first swizzle
register 703 flows into the first vector logic operation circuitry
704. As such, the first vector logic operation circuitry 704
accepts a first input vector from input register 701 and a
second input vector from swizzle register 703.

First intermediate value register 705 holds the output vec-
tor produced by the first vector logic operation circuitry 704.
The contents of first intermediate value register 705 are then
provided to second swizzle logic circuitry 706 and second
vector logic operation circuitry 708 that performs the second
vector logic operation. The output of the second swizzle logic
circuitry 706 is provided to a second swizzle register 707
which provides its output to second vector logic operation
circuitry 708. Second vector logic operation circuitry 708
provides its output to second intermediate register 709. Selec-
tion and formatting logic 710 selects (and may format any of)
the elements of the vector within the second intermediate
register 709 that are needed as the operands for the final vector
logic operation that is performed by third vector logic opera-
tion circuitry 711. The result of third vector logic circuitry
711 corresponds to the final result (the logical reduction) and
is stored in output register 712. Note that, to implement the
algorithm of FIG. 3, another stage of swizzle circuitry, inter-
mediate vector register and vector logic circuitry (not shown)
may be additionally incorporated into the circuitry of FIG. 7.

Various alternate logic designs that use some of the com-
ponents of FIG. 7 yet still perform the logical reduction are
also possible. For instance, if the circuitry for the logical
reduction is dedicated to the execution of the logical reduc-
tion instruction in a “straight line” data path (e.g., without a
plurality of micro-ops) any of registers 703, 705, 707, 709
may be eliminated. By contrast, if the logical reduction
instruction is to be performed via micro-code with a number
of corresponding micro-ops, a number of elements of FIG. 7
may be eliminated while others may be reused.

For instance, the first and second vector logic operations
can be performed with vector logic operation circuitry 704
(such that vector logic operation circuitry 708 is eliminated)
if the respective outputs of first intermediate register 705 and
second swizzle register 707 are feedback as inputs to vector
logic operation circuitry 704 (here it is understood that the
micro-ops control multiplexers or other data path control
circuits to properly move the data in conformity with the
algorithm). Vector logic operation circuitry 711 can further be
eliminated if the selection and formatting logic 710 accepts
an input from first intermediate register 705 and provides its
output back to vector logic operation circuitry 704 (which
also performs the third and final logic operation).

The first and second swizzle circuits 702, 706 can also be
merged into a common bank of multiplexers and/or de-mul-
tiplexers that switch between the correct swizzle patterns
based on the state of their respective channel select input
values. That is, the channel select inputs of the multiplexers
and/or de-multiplexers receive a first input value that corre-
sponds to the first swizzle pattern, and, receive a second input
value that corresponds to the second swizzle pattern. The
multiplexers and/or de-multiplexers form datapaths in
response to the channel select values to effect the desired
swizzle transfer.

In an extended implementation less than all of the elements
of'the input vector stored in input register 701 can be logically
reduced with formatting circuitry (either preceding or follow-
ing input register 701) that forces a benign value into the input
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vector for those elements that are not to be considered for the
logical reduction. For instance, if the logical reduction is to be
alogical reduction of only elements A, B, C, D of input vector
A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H—then—formatting logic would insert
values of all 1s for each of elements E, F, G and H such that the
vector A, B, C, D, [all 1s], [all 1s], [all 1s], [all 1s] would be
processed as the input vector for the reduction. For OR and
XOR logical reductions, benign values correspond to all Os
rather than all 1s.

As discussed in reference to FIG. 7 above, the algorithm
may be implemented within a vector logical reduction
instruction that is executed by the execution units of a semi-
conductor processor.

FIG. 8 shows a generic processing core 800 that is believed
to describe many different types of processing core architec-
tures such as Complex Instruction Set (CISC), Reduced
Instruction Set (RISC) and Very Long Instruction Word
(VLIW). The generic processing core 800 of FIG. 8 includes:
1) a fetch unit 803 that fetches instructions (e.g., from cache
and/or memory); 2) a decode unit 804 that decodes instruc-
tions; 3) a schedule unit 805 that determines the timing and/or
order of instruction issuance to the execution units 806 (nota-
bly the scheduler is optional); 4) execution units 806 that
execute the instructions (typical instruction execution units
include branch execution units, integer arithmetic execution
units (e.g., ALUs), floating point arithmetic execution units
(e.g., FPUs) and memory access execution units); and 5) a
retirement unit 807 that signifies successful completion of an
instruction. Notably, the processing core 800 may or may not
employ microcode 808.

In the case of micro-coded processors, the micro-ops are
typically stored in a non volatile machine readable medium
(such as a Read Only Memory (ROM)) within the semicon-
ductor chip that the processor is constructed on and cause the
execution units within the processor to perform the desired
function called out by the instruction.

A processor having a logical reduction instruction can be
implemented into various computing systems as well. FIG. 9
shows an embodiment of a computing system (e.g., a com-
puter). The exemplary computing system of FIG. 9 includes:
1) one or more processors 901 that may be design to include
a vector logical reduction instruction; 2) a memory control
hub (MCH) 902; 3) a system memory 903 (of which different
types exist such as DDR RAM, EDO RAM, etc.); 4) a cache
904; 5) an I/O control hub (ICH) 905; 6) a graphics processor
906; 7) a display/screen 907 (of which different types exist
such as Cathode Ray Tube (CRT), Thin Film Transistor
(TFT), Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), Digital Light Process-
ing (DLP), etc.; 8) one or more I/O devices 908.

The one or more processors 901 execute instructions in
order to perform whatever software routines the computing
system implements. The instructions frequently involve some
sort of operation performed upon data. Both data and instruc-
tions are stored in system memory 903 and cache 904. Cache
904 is typically designed to have shorter latency times than
system memory 903. For example, cache 904 might be inte-
grated onto the same silicon chip(s) as the processor(s) and/or
constructed with faster SRAM cells whilst system memory
903 might be constructed with slower DRAM cells. By tend-
ing to store more frequently used instructions and data in the
cache 904 as opposed to the system memory 903, the overall
performance efficiency of the computing system improves.

System memory 903 is deliberately made available to other
components within the computing system. For example, the
data received from various interfaces to the computing sys-
tem (e.g., keyboard and mouse, printer port, LAN port,
modem port, etc.) or retrieved from an internal storage ele-
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6

ment of the computing system (e.g., hard disk drive) are often
temporarily queued into system memory 903 prior to their
being operated upon by the one or more processor(s) 901 in
the implementation of a software program. Similarly, data
that a software program determines should be sent from the
computing system to an outside entity through one of the
computing system interfaces, or stored into an internal stor-
age element, is often temporarily queued in system memory
903 prior to its being transmitted or stored.

The ICH 905 is responsible for ensuring that such data is
properly passed between the system memory 903 and its
appropriate corresponding computing system interface (and
internal storage device if the computing system is so
designed). The MCH 902 is responsible for managing the
various contending requests for system memory 903 access
amongst the processor(s) 901, interfaces and internal storage
elements that may proximately arise in time with respect to
one another.

One or more I/O devices 908 are also implemented in a
typical computing system. I/O devices generally are respon-
sible for transferring data to and/or from the computing sys-
tem (e.g., a networking adapter); or, for large scale non-
volatile storage within the computing system (e.g., hard disk
drive). ICH 905 has bi-directional point-to-point links
between itself and the observed I/O devices 908.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been
described with reference to specific exemplary embodiments
thereof. It will, however, be evident that various modifica-
tions and changes may be made thereto without departing
from the broader spirit and scope of the invention as set forth
in the appended claims. The specification and drawings are,
accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a
restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

executing a logical reduction instruction in a semiconduc-

tor processor, said executing comprising:

storing a vector having multiple elements into a register;

swizzling the elements of the vector with swizzle cir-
cuitry to form a first swizzled vector;

performing a vector logic operation with vector circuitry
on the vector and the first swizzled vector to form a
first intermediate vector;

swizzling all elements of said first intermediate vector
with swizzle circuitry to form a second swizzled vec-
tor;

performing said vector logic operation with vector cir-
cuitry on said first intermediate vector and said sec-
ond swizzled vector to form a second intermediate
vector; and

performing a logic operation on less than all elements of
said second intermediate vector.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said vector logic opera-
tion and said logic operation are a vector AND operation and
an AND operation.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said vector logic opera-
tion and said logic operation are a vector OR operation and an
OR operation.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said vector logic opera-
tion and said logic operation are a vector XOR operation and
an XOR operation.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein said logic operation that
is performed on less than all elements of said second inter-
mediate vector is a vector logic operation.



prising a data-path from an output of said vector circuitry to
an input of said vector circuitry.

vector logic operation is one of:
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6. The method of claim 1 wherein said swizzle circuitry

that forms said first swizzled vector and said swizzle circuitry
that forms said second swizzled vector is the same swizzle
circuitry.

7. A semiconductor processor comprising: 5

swizzle circuitry to swizzle all elements of a vector to form
a first swizzled vector; and

vector circuitry to perform a vector logic operation on said
vector and said first swizzled vector to form a first inter-
mediate vector,

wherein the swizzle circuitry is to swizzle all elements of
said first intermediate vector to form a second swizzled
vector, and the vector circuitry is to perform said vector
logic operation on said first intermediate vector and said
second swizzled vector to form a second intermediate
vector and a logic operation on less than all elements of 15
said second intermediate vector, such that the semicon-
ductor processor is to perform a logical reduction of all
elements of the vector responsive to execution of a single
instruction.

8. The semiconductor processor of claim 7 wherein said

10

20

swizzle circuitry comprises multiplexers.

9. The semiconductor processor of claim 7 wherein said

swizzle circuitry comprises de-multiplexers.

10. The semiconductor processor of claim 7 further com-
25

11. The semiconductor processor of claim 10 further com-

prising a non-transitory read-only-memory (ROM) to store
micro-ops to implement said single instruction.

12. The semiconductor processor of claim 10 wherein said

a vector AND;

a vector OR;

a vector XOR.

13. A computing system comprising:

a semiconductor processor to perform a logical reduction
of all elements of a vector responsive to execution of a
single instruction comprising:
swizzle circuitry to swizzle all elements of said vector to

form a first swizzled vector; and
vector circuitry to perform a vector logic operation on
said vector and said first swizzled vector to form a first
intermediate vector, wherein the swizzle circuitry is
to swizzle all elements of said first intermediate vec-
tor to form a second swizzled vector, and the vector
circuitry is to perform said vector logic operation on
said first intermediate vector and said second
swizzled vector to form a second intermediate vector
and a logic operation on less than all elements of said
second intermediate vector; a graphics processor; and
a display coupled to said graphics processor.
14. The computing system of claim 13 further comprising
a data-path from an output of said vector circuitry to an input
of said vector circuitry.

15. The computing system of claim 14 further comprising

a non-transitory read-only-memory (ROM) to store micro-
ops to implement said single instruction.

16. The computing system of claim 13 wherein said vector

logic operation is one of:

a vector AND;

a vector OR;

a vector XOR.



